[Indications for inotropic agents in cardiac surgery].
Inotropic drugs are widely used before, during and after cardiac surgery. Besides the old well known inotropic drugs, new sympathomimetic drugs and phosphodiesterase inhibitors are available. They can be used alone or in combination. The choice of drug is difficult to make and depends, for one part, on the side-effects of each drug. Before surgery, they are required for patients who present with cardiogenic shock while waiting for emergency repair of their lesion. During surgery, inotropic drugs are used before, during and after using cardiopulmonary bypass. After surgery, they are used to treat low cardiac output states. A decision algorithm is suggested, but it is modified by personal clinical experience, aetiological patterns and pharmacological data. Therapeutic doses must be adjusted according to haemodynamic data. Physiological controls are required, such as venous return and heart rate. Mechanical assistance devices must not be forgotten, especially after myocardial reperfusion and weaning from extracorporeal circulation.